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Gas prices have become the main 

topic of conversation. They continue to rise 
and rise with a lack of reasoning behind it. The 
oil companies continue to raise the price of 
gas in the last five months by almost 30 cents 
per gallon and will continue to rise by dozens 
more within the following months.   
 When asked about the cause of this, 
oil companies simply replied that it cost so 
much to refine gas now that they are forced to 
raise the prices in order to make a profit. But 
just last year, Exxon made $100 billion dollars 
in profit. This is a 75 percent higher profit than 
their third quarter earnings. According to 
David Ellis, staff writer for cnnmoney.com., 
Exxon was reported to be making $1,700 every 
second in the year 2007, raising its profits by 
29 percent over the previous year; Exxon is 
making millions of dollars per minute.  

Refined oil is needed to produce gas, 
heat homes and various other tasks. The price 
per barrel recently rose to $109. The high 
costs are putting financial strain on many 
households and consumers trying to keep 
warm in these cool months. It is especially dif-

ficult for those with fixed incomes, such as the 
elderly. 
 Oil does not only affect the cost of 
heating homes or how much it costs to fill oil 
tanks; it affects everything. Any knowledge-
able consumer can see that it affects the price 
of food, the cost of movies, games and cloth-
ing. The cost of everyday necessities is rising 
because of the cost of shipping, as the trucks 
and trains that distribute them to the stores 
run on the expensive fuel and oil. Air freight 
and travel are also becoming more expensive 
due to the high cost of fuel.  The cost of all 
these items is passed on to the consumer.  
/ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻǎǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘ ŦǳŜƭ 
costs; they will just pass it on to the custom-
ers.  These costs are causing consumers to 
tighten their belts. Because they are shopping 
less, the retail stores are suffering. 

Naturally, the government can see the 
huge strain that these high prices are having 
on the average consumer, so they are cur-
rently funding research on alternative fuel 
sources such as ethanol.  Unfortunately, 100% 
ethanol can not be used as a motor fuel 
source; it has to be mixed with some amount 
of unleaded gasoline. According to 
www.ethanoal.orgΣ пс҈ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ Ǝŀǎ Ŏƻƴπ

tains ethanol, which slightly decreases the 
price of gas.  

There are, however, also problems 
concerning ethanol. Processing the raw mate-
rial of corn into ethanol is pricey, as corn is 
actually a very complex material that must be 
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Rising Prices at the Pump 

(Photo courtesy of The Washington Post) 
According to The Washington Post, gas prices 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŦƭǳŎǘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ  

(Photo courtesy of Kevin Pillsbury)   
Anna Nicol (center)  is a freshman at Bowdoin College and is playing for their rugby team. The 
.ƻǿŘƻƛƴ ǘŜŀƳ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƛȄ  ǘŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ άǾŀǊǎƛǘȅέ ǘŜŀƳΣ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ 

from a club sport.  She joins the Polar Bears team that won the New  England Division II  
Championship last year, defeating the University of New Hampshire.  

See more Sanborn alumni on page 4. 

Alumni Starts Strong at Bowdoin 

(continued on page 6) 

Preparing for a Red 
Carpet Affair 

By Joanna Chase and Julianne Jensen 
Staff Reporters 

 
Every year, the junior class at Sanborn 

Regional High School celebrates their junior 
prom.  It is up to the class to decide on a main 
theme that the dance will be based on.   

After voting for their favorite possible 
themes for the prom of 2008, the class of 2009 
ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀ άwŜŘ /ŀǊǇŜǘ !ŦŦŀƛǊέΣ ƻǊ IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘ 
Glamour.  

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ Ŧǳƴ 
ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ Ƨǳƴπ
ior class prom committee member Nathalie 
YǊǳƎŜǊΦ άtŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŦŀƴŎȅ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƛƳƛǘŀπ
ǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦέ   

Attire options are endless, any color or 
style of dresses for girls and tux or suits for 
boys are acceptable, providing they follow 
school rules and are not overwhelmingly ris-
qué.  

 The themes were brainstormed and 
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