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Description of the School District Report Card Page

Accountability Information

Public school students in Grades 3-8 and one high school grade participate annually in
the state testing program. Results from this assessment are used to calculate each
school and school district’s performance in the tested subject areas, Reading and
Mathematics, together with the school and school district’s performance in a third
indicator (attendance rate for elementary/middle schools and graduation rate for high
schools). This information is used to produce annual reports on the status of each
school and school district, as well as the state as a whole, in making Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP) towards the state’s performance targets for Reading, Mathematics, and
the third indicator.

The Accountability Information section of the School or District Report Card is
organized to display the following:

® Status for Selected School Year. This box displays the school or district’s AYP
status for the selected school year.

® Content Area/Met AYP Requirements These boxes display the school or
district’s AYP results from the state assessment for each content area and the
other indicator (attendance rate for elementary/middle schools and graduation
rate for high schools).

® Status for Upcoming School Year.This box displays the school or district’s
AYP status for the upcoming school year, based upon the AYP results.

School In Need of Improvement (SINI) Designation

A school is designated as in need of improvement when it does not make AYP for two
consecutive years in the same performance indicator (i.e. Reading, Mathematics,
Attendance Rate/Graduation Rate). A school can be designated for multiple areas at the
same time. The school in need of improvement (SINI) designation is removed once the
school has made AYP for two consecutive years in the same indicator that caused the
designation.

District In Need of Improvement (DINI) Designation

District AYP is based upon aggregate student performance across the district, not on
individual school performance. Data is aggregated at the elementary/middle level as
well as at the high school level. A school district is designated as in need of
improvement when it does not make AYP for two consecutive years in the same
performance indicator at both the elementary/middle and high school levels. A district
can be designated for multiple areas at the same time. The district in need of
improvement (DINI) designation is removed once the district hasmade AYP for two
consecutive years in the same indicator that caused the designation.

Statewide NCLB Accountability Status—Reading and Mathematics
The Statewide Accountability section of the School or District Report Card shows the
Accountability Status, by Content Area, of all schools and school districts in the state.

The AYP status descriptions are as follows:

® Acceptable. A school or district not designated as in need of improvement.

® SINI/DINI Year 1. The status of a school or school district not making AYP for
two consecutive years in the same performance indicator. The term *“Year 1”
does not indicate the number of years the school or district may have been in
need of improvement; the term indicates the sanction level of the school or
district.

® SINI/DINI Year 2. The status of a school or district in need of improvement
that has not made AYP again in the indicator causing the original
designation.

e Corrective Action/Level 3. The status of a school or district in need of
improvement that has not made AYP again in the indicator
causing the original designation. Note: Title | schools and districts are subject
to federal sanctions under the No Child Left Behind Act as well as state
sanctions; non-Title | schools and districts are subject to only state sanctions.

At this sanction level, Title I schools and districts enter Corrective Action.

e Restructure Planning/Level 4. The restructuring (planning year) sanction applies
only to Title I schools that have not made AYP again in the indicator causing the
original designation.

e Restructuring/Level 5. The restructuring (implementation year) sanction applies
only to Title I schools that have not made AYP again in the indicator causing the
original designation.

o Total Number in State. The AYP status of several schools cannot be calculated
annually due to the very small numbers of students enrolled. The Total Number
in State therefore may not total 100 percent.

October 1 Enrollment
This data is an October 1st head count of students attending NH public schools each
year. Home schooled students are not included.

Average Class Size

The number of students reported in each grade from 1st through 8th is divided by the
number of classrooms reported for that grade. Averages for each grade range are based
on one or more grades within the range. Not all districts operate all grades. A grade
has been excluded (blank) if course options available to the students result in classes
of varying size throughout the day (i.e. middle school) or if that grade is not contained
in that school. Readiness and Special Education classes have not been included in the
averages.

School Safety

School Safety is aggregate information for all school safety issues as related to the
school safety survey. This survey is required by state and federal legislation: the Unsafe
School choice Option (SB 114 of 2003), the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 and NH
RSA 193-E:3.








