
 

 
Essay Question Open Response Question 

assesses content knowledge only assesses content knowledge and application 

List and describe the three steps of the 
water cycle. 
 
 

John’s class is studying the water cycle by 
observing a sealed jar of water on the 
windowsill. 
 
A. List and describe the three steps of the 
water cycle. 
B. Choose one of these steps and predict 
how John might see it occurring inside the 
jar. 
 
 

NAEP extended-response Open Response Question 
Open-ended parameters: what exactly is meant by 

‘evaluate’? 
assesses content knowledge and application 

UNION AND CONFEDERATE 
RESOURCES (as percentages of total 
United States resources) 
 
Resource North South 
Population 71% 29% 
Railroads 71% 29% 
Farm acreage 65% 35% 
Factory Workers 92% 8% 

 
Use the information in the table above 
to evaluate the statement, "The South 
could never have won the Civil War." 

The Union and Confederate states had 
significant differences in the resources 
available to them during the Civil War. 
 
UNION AND CONFEDERATE 
RESOURCES (as percentages of total 
United States resources) 
 
Resource North South 
Population 71% 29% 
Railroads 71% 29% 
Farm acreage 65% 35% 
Factory Workers 92% 8% 

 
a. Choose two of the resources 

listed and describe why they 
were important. 

b. Explain what advantages an 
abundance of those resources 
would have provided during the 
Civil War. 

 


