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Sanborn Regional School District 
 

SAU17 
 
 
 

Literacy Curriculum  
3-5 

 
Course Templates, Grade Level Academic Expectations Templates, Rubrics, and Assessments 
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Sanborn Regional School District Language Arts Curriculum 

 

Themes/Topics/Units of Study Learning Objectives 

Grade 3 Language Arts 
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Sanborn Regional School District Language Arts Curriculum 

 

Instructional Strategies Assessments 

Grade 3 Language Arts 
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Sanborn Regional School District Literacy Curriculum 

Literature Template Grade 3 

Required Reading Student Read 
 

Teacher Read Aloud 
 

Harness, Cheryl  Three Young Pilgrims 
Osborne, Mary Pope  Afternoon on the Amazon 
Houghton Mifflin  Invitation To Literacy  
MaGraw Hill   Basal 
Cherry, Lynn   The Great Kapok Tree 
Waters, Kate   Samuel Eaton 
Waters, Kate   Sarah Morton 
Waters, Kate   Tapenum’s Day 
    Magic Tree house Research  
    Guides Guide: Space & Rainforest 
 
Sachar, Louis   Marvin Redpost Alone in His  

    Teacher’s House 
Cohen, Barbara  Molly's Pilgrim 
George, Jean Craighead   One  Day In the Tropical Rainforest 
Douglas, Evans  The Classroom At the End of the Hall 

Catling, Patrick   Chocolate Touch 
Cleary, Beverly   Mouse and the Motorcycle 
Blos, Joan W.   A Gathering of Days 
Dahl, Roald   Fantastic Mr. Fox 
Elste, Joan   True Blue 
Gardiner, John Reynolds  Stone Fox 
Byars, Betsy   Tornado 
Lantor, Veronica  I Was Dreaming to Come to America 
Levinson, Riki   Watch the Stars Come Out 
Wetterer, Margaret  Kate Shelley and the Midnight Express 
Yahima, Taro   Crow Boy 
Park, Barbara   Skinnybones 
Bruchac, Joseph   Squanto 
Werekno, Lisa   It Zwibble and the Hunt for  the  
Roop, Connie   Keep the Lights Burning Abbie 

Clements, Andrew  Frindle 
    Rainforest Treasure 
MacLachalan, Patricia  Sarah Plain and Tall (BAKIE ONLY) 
Whelan    Silver 
    Magic School Bus Plants Seeds  
    How A Plant Grows 
    In the Rain Forest 
    Original Three Little Pigs 
    True Story of the Three Little Pigs 
    Little Red Riding Hood 
    Lon Po Po 
    Cinderella 
    The Three Little Javelinas 
    Cinderella Penguin 

Additional Literary Resources Teacher or Student Read  
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Sanborn Regional School District Literacy Curriculum 

Writing Template Grade 3 

Common Writing Experiences 
 

 
 

District-Wide Writing 
Assessments 

Holistically Scored Writing Prompt  

Secret Specialty 
• Follow format 
• Use structure words 
• Complete sentences 
• 5 Ws and details 
• Capitals 
 
 
Graph Data 
• Math terms 
• 3 or more facts 
• Tell what data is 
 

Special Family Member 
• Looks like (4 details) 
• Why person is special 
 
Mayflower Journals 
• Pilgrim voice 
• # of facts 
 
 
Friendly Letter 
• 5 parts 
• Correct punctuation 
• 3 ideas and details 

Here’s How to Do It 
• In order steps/step words 
• 1 reminder 
• Specific words 
• At least 5 steps 
• Complete sentences 
 
Multiplication Story Problem 
• Setting/characters/Question  
• Operations specific vocabulary  
 
 
 

Descriptive Writing (Seasons) 
• Silver dollar words 
• Structure words 
 
 
Fractured Fairy Tale 
• 3 little pig format 
• Structure words 
• Complete sentences 
 
ABC Book 
• 3 interesting facts 
• Vary beginning of sentences 

• Friendly letter 
• Imaginative-

complete story 
• Analytical-journal 

writing, learnal 
• Sensory descriptive-

poetry 
• Practical/

informative-interview  
 
 

• Opinion/fact sen-
tences 

• Topic sentences 
with three supporting 
details 

• Passage containing 
_____ comparing/
similarity sentences  

 
 
 

• Vivid language; var-
ied/awesome adjec-
tives 

• Sentence variety: 
varied beginnings  

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Collins’ format; mar-
gin, heading, skip-
ping “X” ed lines  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• End marks; “.” , “?” , 
“!” in all sentences 

• Capitalize: proper 
nouns 

• Spells third grade 
word wall words cor-
rectly 

• Complete sen-
tences; subject/verb/
adjective  

 

• Correct letter forma-
tion; using paper 
lines as a guide 

• Neat/easy to read  
 

* Writing purposes to 
emphasize 

* Content  
 

* Style  
 

* Organization  
 

* Conventions  
 

* Legibility  

Writing Across the Curriculum Grade Level Focus Correction Areas 

Writing Across the Curriculum Expectations 

* Type 1/Brainstorm * Type 2/Short Answer * Type 3/Composition * Type 4/Edited  * Type 5/Published 

Daily Writing 
 

Weekly 
 

1 or 2 each month  
(about ten per year) 

5 per year 
 

Optional 
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Sanborn Regional School District Language Arts Curriculum 

 

Themes/Topics/Units of Study Learning Objectives 

Grade 4 Language Arts 
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Sanborn Regional School District Language Arts Curriculum 

 

Instructional Strategies Assessments 

Grade 4 Language Arts 
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Sanborn Regional School District Literacy Curriculum 

Literature Template Grade 4 

Required Reading Student Read 
 

Teacher Read Aloud 
 

Naylor, Phyllis  Shiloh 
Moore    Searching For Missing Bones 
Cleary, Beverly  Dear Mr. Henshaw 
Houghton Mifflin  Invitation To Literacy  
MaGraw Hill   Basal 
McGovern, Ann  If You Lived  In Colonial Times Series 
 
 
 
 
 

Cherry, Lynne  River Ran Wild 
Hall, Donald   Ox Cart Man 
Avi    Poppy 

Speare, Elizabeth  Sign of the Beaver 

Blume, Judy   Superfudge,  

    Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing 
Cooper, James Fenimore Last of the Mohicans (Abridged) 
Dahl, Roald   Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
Dahl, Roald   Charlie and the Glass Elevator 

Dubois, Muriel   Abenaki Captive (Read Aloud) 
Jukes, Mavis   Blackberries in the Dark 
Rodda, Emily   Finders Keepers 

Rowling, J.K.   Harry Potter and the Sorcerers’Stone 
Tolkein, JRR   The Hobbit (Read Aloud) 
Selden, George  Cricket In Times Square 
Yates, Elizabeth  Amos Fortune, Free Man 

Farley, Steven   The Promise 

Bruchac, Joseph  Keepers Series of Legends 
Byars, Betsy   Tornado    

Lisle, Janet Taylor  Forest 
Bulla, Clyde Robert  The Ghost of Windy Hill 
Sachar, Louis   There’s a Boys in the Girl’s Bathroom 
MacLaclan, Patricia  Sarah Plain and Tall 

Maclachlan, Patricia  Skylark 
Avi    Tales From Dimwood Forest Series 
Forbes, Esther   Johnny Tremain 

White, EB   Charlotte's Web 
Ryan, Pam M.   Riding Freedom 
Gardiner, John Reynolds Stone Fox 

Additional Literary Resources Teacher or Student Read  
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Sanborn Regional School District Literacy Curriculum 

Writing Template Grade 4 

Common Writing Experiences 
 

 
 

Team Level  
Writing Assessments 

District-Wide Writing 
Assessments 

Tangrams-Make and Explain a tangram 
puzzle 
• Name the pieces 
• Directions for each piece 
•  
Problem Solving-Two Step Word problem 
using math words 
• Use at least 2 operations 
• Use logical order/sequence 
• Mechanics (individual) 

Magnetism– Write a Business letter 
• Business letter format 
• Clearly state your purpose for writing 
• Support your circuit recommendation 
 
Human Body 
• Identify 4 changes that need to be made to 

picture 
• Use 6 or more bone names to identify 

changes 
 

Legends 
•  
•  
•  
 
Autobiography 
• Paragraph form 
• 5 descriptive details 
• Catchy/interesting lead 
 

Holistically Scored Writing Prompt  

• Personal Narrative 
• Informational  
• Creative Writing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Topic sentence with 
three to five relevant 
supporting details 

• Use content vocabu-
lary 

• Clear statement of 
purpose or belief  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 3 star sentences 
• Sentence variety: be-

ginnings, length, state-
ment, questions, excla-
mations, commands 

• Catchy/interesting 
leads; use of question, 
dialogue, action, sur-
prising fact or state-
ment 

• Vivid language: spe-
cific nouns, powerful 
verbs, adverbs, adjec-
tives  

 
 

• Logical order: begin-
ning/middle/end, 
chronological, order of 
importance 

• Write in paragraph 
form 

• Use specific formats: 
ie Haiku  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Use complete sen-
tences 

• Avoid fragments/run-
ons 

• Use proper capitaliza-
tion 

• Use proper punctua-
tion: commas in quota-
tions and compound 
sentences, quotation 
marks, apostrophes in 
possessives and con-
tractions 

• Spell fourth grade 
spelling words cor-
rectly  

• Legible use of cursive 
writing 

• Indent margins of 
paragraphs  

* Writing purposes to 
emphasize 

• Content  
 

• Style  
 

* Organization  
 

* Conventions  
 

* Legibility  

Writing Across the Curriculum Grade Level Focus Correction Areas 

Writing Across the Curriculum Expectations 

* Type 1/Brainstorm * Type 2/Short Answer * Type 3/Composition * Type 4/Edited  * Type 5/Published 

Daily Writing 1 or 2 each week  (about ten per year) 5 per year Optional 
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Sanborn Regional School District Language Arts Curriculum 

 

Themes/Topics/Units of Study Learning Objectives 

Grade 5 Language Arts 
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Sanborn Regional School District Language Arts Curriculum 

 

Instructional Strategies Assessments 

Grade 5 Language Arts 
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Sanborn Regional School District Literacy Curriculum 

Literature Template Grade 5 

Required Reading Student Read 
 

Teacher Read Aloud 
 

Houghton Mifflin   Invitation To Literacy  
MaGraw Hill    Basal 
George, Jean Craighead  My Side of the Mountain 
Beatty, Patricia   Charley Skedaddle 
 
 
 
 
 

Sachar, Louis    Holes 
Gregory, Kristiana   Winter of the Red Snow 
Curtis, Christopher   Bud Not Buddy 
Paterson, Katherine   Lyddie 

Reit, Seymour  Behind Rebel Lines 
Lawson, Robert  Ben and Me 
Reit, Seymour  Guns For General Washington 
Rowling, J. K.  Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
   Secrets 
Konigsburg, E.L. From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler 
Dahl, Roald  James and the Giant Peach 
Lewis, C.S.  Lion, Witch & the Wardrobe 
Lewis, C.S.  The Magician's Nephew 
O'Dell, Scott  Island of the Blue Dolphins 

DeSaint-Exupery, A Little Prince 
Keith, Harold  Rifles for Watie 
Reeder, Carolyn  Shades of Grey 
Avi   The Fighting Ground 
Brink, Carol  Caddie Woodlawn 
Curtis, Christopher Watsons Go to Birmingham 
McGovern, Ann  Secret Soldier, The Story of Deborah Sampson 
Taylor, Mildred  The Friendship 
Taylor, Mildred  The Gold Cadillac 

Byars, Betsy  Midnight Fox 
Hesse, Karen  Out of the Dust 
Dahl, Roald  Matilda 
O'Dell, Scott  Black Star, Bright Dawn 
Mazer, Harry  The Island Keeper 
Bauer, Marion  On My Honor 
O’Brien, Robert C.  Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh 
Wilder, Laura Ingalls Little House On the Praire 
Hansen, Joyce  Which Way Freedom 
Paterson, Katherine Bridge to Terabithia 

Paterson, Katherine Great Gilly Hopkins 
Osborne, Mary  Civil War on Sunday 
Berleth   Samuel’s Choice 
Gormley   Back to the Day Lincoln Was Shot 
Woodruff, Elvira  George Washington's Socks 
Paulson, Gary  Hatchey 

Additional Literary Resources Teacher or Student Read  
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Sanborn Regional School District Literacy Curriculum 

Writing Template Grade 5 

Common Writing Experiences 
 
 

 
 
 

Team Level  
Writing Assessments 
 

District-Wide Writing 
Assessments : 
Holistically Scored Writing Prompt  

Personal Narrative 
• Clear statement of purpose 
• Complete sentences 
 
Persuasive Essay 
• Effective word choice 
• Paragraph formation 
 
Compare and Contrast 
• Appropriate content related, technical 

vocabulary 
• Logical transitions 

Personal Essay 
• Involvement of writer “voice” 
• Supporting details 
 
Creative Writing 
• Vivid powerful language 
• Correct use of specified punctuation 
 
Expository Writing 
• Clear statement of purpose 

• Step by step organization 

Research Report IIM 
 

Whole Class 
• Paragraph deals with one subject 

• Appropriate grade-level spelling 

 
Group 
• Varying sentences beginnings 

• Clear, effective topic and concluding sen-

tences 
 

 

 
Individual 
• Appropriate, content related, technical 

vocabulary 

• Correct use of parts of speech 

 
 
 
 
 

• Writing for varied 
audiences from dif-
ferent perspectives 
through varied for-
mats 

• Personal narrative  
 
 
 
 
 

• Clear statement of 
purpose 

• Sufficient and rele-
vant details 

• Appropriate, content 
related, technical 
vocabulary  

 
 
 
 

• Vary sentence be-
ginnings and lengths 

• Vivid, powerful lan-
guage 

• Effective word 
choice 

• Involvement of writer 
i.e., voice  

 
 
 

• Logical transitions 
• Paragraph formation 
• Paragraph deals 

with one subject 
• Step-by-step organi-

zation 
• Clear and effective 

topic and concluding 
sentences 

• Supporting details 
 

• Complete sentences 
• Correct use of speci-

fied punctuation 
(reinforce skills) 

• Appropriate grade-
level spelling 

• Correct use of parts 
of speech 

 
 
 

• Legible handwriting/ 
penmanship 

• Handwritten in cur-
sive-50% of the time 

* Writing purposes 
to emphasize 

* Content  
 

* Style  
 

* Organization  
 

* Conventions  
 

* Legibility  

Writing Across the Curriculum Grade Level Focus Correction Areas 

Writing Across the Curriculum Expectations 

* Type 1/Brainstorm * Type 2/Short Answer * Type 3/Composition * Type 4/Edited  * Type 5/Published 

Daily Writing 
 

Daily Writing 
 

1 or 2 each month (about ten 
per year)  

4 or 5 per year 
 

Optional 
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Writing Across the Curriculum 
(Enhancing the Writing Product) 

IDEAS AND CONTENT - The message or reason for 
writing your paper 
 
• pick something important to you 
• keep it small 
• skinny it down 
• make your ideas crystal clear 
• avoid general statements 

ORGANIZATION - Gives your writing direction and 
moves your reader 
 
• begin with a strong lead 
• hook the reader 
• order your details 
• make your last sentence count 
• something to think about 

VOICE - Gives the writing personality and a "sound of 
its own" 
 
• say what you truly think and feel 
• think about your reader 
• be yourself 

WORD CHOICE - Precise and colorful words 
 
• verbs are important too 
• keep vocabulary natural 
• specific words create vivid pictures in the reader's mind 

SENTENCE FLUENCY - There's more than one way to 
say a thing -- some ways just sound better than others. 
 
• sentences should be clear; they should make sense 
• vary the openings 
• cut the deadwood 
• combine very short sentences 
• don't let sentences drift too long 

CONVENTIONS - Make your text correct and easy to 
read. 
 
• spelling 
• punctuation 
• grammar/usage 
• paragraphing 
• capitalization 
• editing - develop a proofreader's eye - practice reading aloud 

Overview of The Six-Traits Writing Model 
The "Six-Traits" writing model was developed by Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory and includes Ideas and Content, Or-

ganization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions. 
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Writing Across the Curriculum Instructional Strategy 
Collins Writing Program 

(Writing Management) 

Type One: Timed and requires a 
minimum number of lines or items.  
Questions and guess are permitted.  
Writing to get ideas on paper; in 
many ways analogous to brainstorm-
ing; idea generating; data gathering; 
exploring or questioning phase of 
the writing or thinking process  
 
• One Draft – written in a risk-

free atmosphere/No right or 
wrong answer  

• Evaluated on Quantity – num-
ber of facts, questions or writ-
ten lines, not sentences 
(number and skip lines) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example: What five things do you 
know about the Civil War?    If you 
cannot think of anything, what 5 
questions would you like to see 
answered in our unit on the Civil War  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Type Two: Writing to show what 
the writer knows; best used as a 
quiz; it is a correct answer to a 
teacher’s prompt  
 
• One Draft – (number and skip 

lines) 
• Evaluated for Correct Re-

sponse – Although assigned, 
teacher not required to grade 
each.  Should be graded as 
quiz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example: Describe at least three (3) 
Steps you would use to solve this 
equation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Type Three: Writing that has 
substantive content, has been read 
out loud by author and has three 
Focus Correction Areas identified by 
the teacher  
 
• One Edited Draft – FCAs on left 

and Name and Date on right.  
Numbered on top center with 
title on line 5, center  

• Students will read out loud after 
completing first draft, asking 3 
questions – 1. Did I complete 
the assignment? 2. Does the 
composition sound right? Is it 
easy to read? 3. Do I have 
problems with the Focus Cor-
rections Areas? 

• Evaluated with points coming 
directly from FCAs.  If the as-
signment is just not completed 
correctly, teacher must decide 
whether to even get to FCAs or 
return the paper as incomplete 
of as one receiving no credit 

 
 
 
Example (All Type 3, 4, and 5 As-
signments will use the 7 Part Assign-
ment):  Current AP Chemistry Stu-
dents: The school board is contem-
plating eliminating AP courses.  
Please write a letter to them ex-
pressing your opinion describing the 
units of study, the benefits and the 
burdens and the requirements.  
Ultimately you must make a recom-
mendation about continuing the 
program  
 

Type 4: Type 3 writing that has 
been read out loud by another.  It 
most resembles real life writing be-
cause of the peer review.   
 
• Two students sit together after 

reading and editing their own 
papers according to the type 3 
requirements.  Each student 
reads the other student’s paper 
out loud.  The partner critiques 
the work on the same 3 ques-
tions that students use to cri-
tique their own -  

 
1. Did I complete the assignment?  
2.  Does the composition sound 

right? Is it easy to read?  
3.  Do I have problems with the 

Focus Corrections Areas? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Type 5:  Publishable work.  Can 
leave the classroom without expla-
nation or qualification.  Must meet 
two of the following conditions:  
 
• The writing will be read by criti-

cal readers outside of the 
classroom. 

• The writing will be produced by 
students who are sufficiently 
motivated to produce multiple 
drafts 

• The writing will be produced by 
students who are sufficiently 
skilled to produce multiple 
drafts 

• The writing will be created un-
der conditions that make pub-
lishable writing possible; that is, 
there is enough time for self 
and peer review, with oral read-
ing, teacher feedback, and 
multiple revisions. 

Type 1 
 

Type 2 
 

Type 3 
 

Type 4 
 

Type 5 


